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Joy in the Journey  
 

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you 

will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Fatherõs commands and remain in his love.  I have told 

you this so that my joy  may be in you and that your joy  may be complete.  

John 15:10-11 
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Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to Messiah Lutheran School!  We are entering our ninth year of 
operating an elementary school, and home of over 350 preschool through eighth 
grade students. Our preschool laid a solid foundation for this venture operating a 
few years before the elementary school. 
 
Our school was accredited in 2003 by the National Lutheran School 
Accreditation, Missouri Non-Public School Accreditation, and the North Central 
Association ï Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement.  The 
visiting team affirmed many aspects of our school, but one that stood out was our 
positive school climate. We have been blessed with superb, experienced 
teachers and a student body that is respectful, and eager to use their God-given 
talents. 
 
We have recently expanded our facility to include a commons area, new offices 
and new classrooms. The creative design of the campus had kids in mind from 
the very beginning.  
 
This year we welcome Mr. Charles Brewster to our faculty. Mr. Brewster is no 
stranger to Messiah as he has recently served as Athletic Director and also 
completed his student teaching experience with Mrs. Carol Koenig in first grade. 
We also welcome Mrs. Mary Schlie to our preschool program. Mrs. Schlie is an 
experienced teacher full of enthusiasm and care for her students.  
 
Joy in the Journey is our school year theme.  This is such an appropriate theme 
as being His servants gives us every reason to be joyful in all that we do. 
 
We are excited about the upcoming year, and look forward to all of the 
opportunities that await us in the classroom, church, and on the court or soccer 
fields. Our objectives are clear. We desire the students to recognize they are 
loved by their Savior. They are His children, and gifted to serve him. We will work 
hard to develop their God ï given talents. 
 
Our faculty has scoured this handbook, and anticipates it will serve as a solid 
guideline for our proceedings. We value clear, honest and open communication 
and to that end encourage you to read over the relevant items with your child 
before they attend class. We look forward to joining with you as we provide a 
school that is reaching into the community and providing for each 
student a desire to learn, as well as a desire for excellence. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Messiah Faculty and Staff 
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Guiding Principles for Messiah Lutheran School 
 
Our Mission: (overall purpose) John 14:9, 2 Corinthians 6:16, Philippians 1:21,  
Romans 3:22-26 

 
Living to know and share the love of Jesus Christ, while providing a quality education where 
children experience success! 
 
Our Vision: (overall description) Proverbs 1:5, Romans 15:13 

 

À Exceptional Christian teachers who are passionate about meeting the needs of their 
students. 

À A warm and caring environment that promotes learning and Christian living. 

À High quality learning resulting from effective instruction and relevant curriculum. 
 
Our Goals  (general purpose) Ephesians 4:25 

 
We believe that Messiah Lutheran School, working together with the family and the church, has a 
special role to play in carrying out our educational mission as we meet: 
 

À A childôs Spiritual Development needs 

À A childôs Intellectual Development needs 

À A childôs Emotional and Social Development needs 

À A childôs Physical Development needs 
 
Our Objectives (specific outcomes) 

 

In each of the following categories the student will be able to:  

1. Spiritual Development ï John 1:8, Romans 8:13-14, 2 Corinthians 1:21  

Personal Faith  

À develop consistent spiritual practices such as prayer and personal devotional 
time that foster growth in faith. 

À profess Jesus Christ as their personal Savior  

À develop a positive attitude toward personal faith and prayer life  

À establish a meaningful commitment in faith  

Witnessing  

À experience spiritual growth through personal witness for Jesus Christ   

À acquire confidence and skills in sharing faith in word and action through positive 
opportunities and experiences  

À extend Biblical understanding  

À develop an understanding of God's love for all mankind as revealed through the 
Holy Scriptures  
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Doctrinal Understanding  

À develop an understanding and appreciation of the doctrines of the Lutheran 
Church--Missouri Synod as contained in the Lutheran Confessions  

Worship  

À grow in faith through frequent opportunities for worship, praise, and daily prayer  

À develop a positive attitude toward worship as a vital part of Christian daily life  

Christian Service  

À develop a realization of and a positive response towards the needs of others  

À support the activities of the church and contribute to its ongoing mission  

À offer the use of one's time and talents in service to the church  

2. Intellectual Development ï Proverbs 9:9-12 

Communication Skills  

À develop proficiency in and a positive attitude toward effective oral and written 
communication, reading, and listening  

Mathematic Skills  

À develop proficiency in and a positive attitude toward mathematical concepts, 
computation and problem solving  

Scientific Understanding  

À develop an appreciation of God's creation and the importance of maintaining and 
preserving it.  

À develop proficiency in scientific observation, investigation, research, and 
application as related to physical, life, and earth sciences  

Decision-Making and Thinking Skills  

À develop analytical skills to make sound judgments in regard to conduct and self-
direction leading toward individual and social Christian maturity  

Social Studies Skills and Understanding 

À in an atmosphere of Christian fellowship, develop a positive attitude toward and 
understanding of the community  

À become a more responsible Christian citizen  

À develop respect for our country and the democratic process  

À attain an understanding and appreciation of different world natural features and 
cultures 

Aesthetic Appreciation  

À develop skills in and appreciation of the visual arts, music, and drama  

À develop an appreciation for the God-given beauty of nature  
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3. Emotional and Social Development ï Titus 3:1-2 

Positive Self-esteem  

À develop an appreciation of self as a unique, loved child of God  

      Sensitivity  

À develop an understanding and appreciation of the unique qualities and 
feelings of others 

À develop skills necessary to identify and communicate emotions in an 
acceptable manner  

Social Awareness  

À develop a positive attitude toward the cultural heritages of our society  

À develop an appreciation and respect for all people as unique children of God 
regardless of race, gender, creed, religion or exceptionality  

Citizenship  

À develop attitudes of honor, love, and pride for country as a responsible 
Christian citizen  

Future Roles  

À develop an awareness of the need for strong moral, spiritual, and ethical 
values to adapt to future roles  

4. Physical Development ï 1 Timothy 4:8 

Growth, Maturation and Health  

À develop an understanding of and appreciation for the body as it grows and 
matures  

À learn and practice good health, hygiene, nutrition, and safety.  

Physical Fitness  

À develop and learn fundamental body movements and skills  

Recreation  

À develop knowledge, understanding, and skills for organized group and 
individual games and activities 

      Sportsmanship 

À develop cooperation and responsibility pleasing to God through participation 
with others  

 

Our Core Values: (what we hold true to our hearts) 

 
× Messiah Lutheran School is a ministry of Messiah Lutheran Church, as such, our Guiding 

Principles will always be aligned with the Church. 
× As teachers we are Godôs instruments to be used for His purpose.   
× Our motivation for reaching decisions will be based on what is best for our student body.  
× Education is a process of continuous improvement ï both personally and cooperatively. 
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× Exceeding expectations is what is anticipated. 
× Children will never be an interruption to our work.  They are the reason we are here! 

 
Code of Conduct: (how we will function) 
 

× Be innovative, creative and encourage these things in others. 
× Be professional in dress, manner, and presentation. 
× Think in the mindset of those whom we serve. 
× Smile! Be positive!  By Godôs spirit, we control our emotions, others do not. 
× Support your team! 
× Support the mission of Messiah Lutheran Church; speaking highly of the ministry 

opportunities that are provided. 
× Follow through on promises. 
× Communicate, Communicate, Communicate!  
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Staff Introductions  
 
Barb Wehmeyer - Kindergarten 
Concordia, MO is where I grew up.  I attended St. Paulôs Lutheran School where I was 
inspired to consider the teaching ministry.  Upon graduation from Concordia, Seward in 
1972, my husband Don and I had the unique experience of starting Martin Luther School 
in Phoenix, Arizona, where I taught kindergarten.  My teaching experience continued 
with beginning a preschool at River Roads Lutheran School in St. Louis.  After moving to 
St. Charles in 1985, I became preschool director at Our Savior Lutheran.  I later taught 
preschool at the St. Charles Educational and Developmental Center and also worked 
with kids K-12 at the Huntington Learning Center. 
 
In 2000, I became part of Messiahôs ministry and began teaching kindergarten.  I feel 
very privileged that the Lord has given me the opportunity to nurture these redeemed 
children with His Word each day at school.  It continues to amaze me how the school 
has grown over these past eight years!  I am looking forward to the addition of Beth 
Schult as half-day teacher as I begin the full-day program this fall. 
 
During the past school year, my husband Don saw the healing hand of the Lord as he 
fought mantle cell lymphoma.  After a stem cell transplant in January, healing came and 
he is now in remission, hoping to return to his Frito-Lay job soon.  Our daughter Melanie, 
a pediatric nurse at St. Johnôs, son-in law John and grandson Camden live here in  St. 
Charles.  Son Andrew lives in Dallas, TX where he is an analyst at the Frito-Lay 
headquarters.  Son Chris lives in St. Charles and also works for Frito-Lay in the St. Louis 
region. 
 
Sewing, gardening, going out to lunch, playing with grandchildren Camden and Baylie, 
listening to music and singing with the Missouri Choral Society are all ways that I enjoy 
life! 
 
Beth Schult ï ½ day Kindergarten 
 
I was born in Middleton, NY in the summer of 1968 and was raised in Wheaton Il.(suburb 
of Chicago) from 1969-1986.  My Dad was pastor at St. John Lutheran Church.  I 
attended Concordia University River Forest, IL and graduated with a BA in Elementary 
Education in 1990. I received my Masters in Church Music from CURF in 1991.  It is at 
Concordia where I met my husband Paul, one of the pastors here at Messiah.  After 
graduation from Concordia in 1991é.we were married and traveled off to the seminary!!  
It is here that I taught for 2 years at St Johns, in St Louis.  I taught 4th and 5th grade 
during this time.  I also served as their Music Director.  It was here that I opened my first 
paycheck éand remember  thinkingé..I get paid for this?....I was living my dream of a 
lifetime and I was getting paid?é. 
 
After finishing the Seminar our first call was to Council Bluffs, IA where we served as 
Pastor and music director for 4 years.  In 1998, we were called to Messiah and knew 
that God was directing and guiding us to be a part of this energetic ministry!  In my time 
here I have been blessed to be a part of the church music ministry.  I have served in 
many different waysé.from being the director é.to now assisting, Greg Worzel, our 
current director.  My responsibilities include planning music and then gathering choirs 
and instrumentation during special festivals throughout the year.  I have also been 
known to plan, direct, and execute musicals at Christmas and Easter.   I also enjoy 
helping to create meaningful worship experiences throughout the church year.    
Paul and I have 5 children that will all be at Messiah all day for the first time!  Madeline is 
13, Allison is 11, Nathan is 9, Samuel is 6 and Elise is 5.  We have been richly blessed 
with a these childrené.what an honor to be able to serve in this church where kids are 
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#1.  I am so excited to be back in the classroom serving as a part- time Kindergarten 
teacher.   There is no better place to be spending my mornings than with a wonderful 
group of excited, energized, and eager 5 and 6 year old Kindergarteners!!  They will 
bless me in more ways than I could even begin to imagine!       
 
Carol Koenig ï First Grade 
I was born and raised in the St. Louis area, attending Salem, Affton  
and Lutheran High School South. I knew at any early age that I wanted to be  
a teacher and began teaching Sunday School and Vacation Bible School while I  
was in high school. Upon graduating from Lutheran South, I attended Concordia, Ann 
Arbor for two years and then finished my undergraduate education at Concordia, River 
Forest.  
 

My first teaching assignment was at Our Redeemer Lutheran School in Overland, 
Missouri, teaching kindergarten in the morning and music in grades 1-8 in the afternoon. 
Since then I have taught just about everything from 2 year olds to sixth grade in North 
Carolina, New Jersey, and Illinois. I've served as part-time organist, children's choir 
director, elementary hand bell director, preschool director, primary department 
chairperson, girls' volleyball and softball coach, and supervised student teachers. I've 
also served on the Program Committee for the Missouri District Teachers' Conference. 
  
When I returned to St. Charles I decided to work on my master's degree and obtained 
this degree from Lindenwood University. Since then I have received the MOCAPE 
Educator of Achievement Award and the Emerson Electric Excellence in Education 
Award. 
 

My husband, Jim, is an accountant and part-owner of a specialized talent payment 
service.  We have two sons.  Andy, an architect, and his wife, Jamie, a teacher, are 
Adult Leaders for the Youth Group at Messiah.  Joe a web designer/programmer, and 
his wife, Jennifer, a teacher, are also members of Messiah and the parents of our 
grandsons, Tim and Ben..   
  
I enjoy working with the children and parents at Messiah. First graders are so eager to 
learn and do learn so much during the school year. I will strive to create a positive 
Christian environment where the children will feel comfortable asking questions, 
experimenting, and making mistakes as they learn; where children will enjoy learning; 
and where each child can grow spiritually, mentally, physically, socially, and  
emotionally to his or her greatest potential as a unique child of God.  
 
Shannon Watkins ï First Grade 

I am so thankful that God placed me at Messiah to teach, fellowship, and praise Him.  
This year is my 15th year of teaching at the primary level.  I have taught kindergarten, 
first, and second grade, and love working with Godôs children. 
 

I grew up in St. Louis where I attended St. Paulôs Lutheran Church and School in Des 
Peres, and Lutheran High School South.  I graduated from the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis with degrees in Early Childhood, Elementary, and Special Education.  I received 
my Masterôs Degree in teaching from Lindenwood University.  Teaching has always 
been my desire, and I especially love sharing Godôs word and Gods world with young 
children. 
 

My husband, Brian, and I have two children.  Ellie is in the sixth grade, and Drew is in 
the fourth grade.  They both are a blessing to our family and keep busy with sports, 
books, music, and friends.  Brian and I keep busy working in and around the house, 
enjoying music, theater, sports, and spending time with our friends and family. 
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I look forward to the year ahead and sharing Godôs Good News with the students here at 
Messiah! 
 
Janelle Schoenleber ï Second Grade 

I grew up in Edwardsville, IL and attended great Lutheran schools! I graduated from 
Concordia University in Seward, Nebraska in the spring of 2002. While at Concordia I 
played softball and received the Concordia Academic Award and was the recipient of the 
2001 NAIA Scholar-Athlete award.  I majored in Elementary Education with a 
concentration in mathematics. 
 

I have loved my years as a teacher at Messiah. My main reason for choosing to be a 
church work professional is to serve God as I work with my students and teach them to 
pray and rely on God in all circumstances. 
 

While at Concordia I gained teaching experience in Kindergarten through Sixth grade, 
and student taught in Seward at the first grade level. 
 

I enjoy playing and watching all sports, listening to music, traveling, and reading.  I 
recently have become interested in marathons and triathlons! 
 

Iôm looking forward to starting my sixth year of teaching second grade at Messiah. 
 
Renee Manahan ï Third Grade 
I grew up in the Chicago area and graduated from Valley Lutheran High School, St. 
Charles, IL.  I received my B.S. in Elementary Education from Illinois State University, 
Normal, IL and my B.S. in Early Childhood from Lindenwood University, St. Charles, 
MO. Earlier this year, I completed the Colloquy program through Concordia University, 
River Forest. 
 

My husband, Brian, and I have been married for 21 years and have lived in several 
states; Illinois, Iowa, Ohio and Missouri.  We have lived in Missouri for 13 years and now 
call it home.  Brian is currently a Senior Account Executive for Integrated Marketing 
Partners in Chesterfield.  Our daughter, Katie, is 19 and is a Sophomore at Southeast 
Missouri University and our son, Adam is 16 and is a Junior at Francis Howell High 
School.  Our other two ñchildrenò are our two golden retrievers, Goldie and Hunter.  
Goldie is 11 years old and Hunter is 5. 
I have taught seventh and eighth grade reading and math, 3rd grade, and kindergarten 
before having children.  I was blessed to have been able to stay home with my children 
when they were younger.  I then taught full day kindergarten for 5 years before teaching 
first grade at Messiah for two years.  This will be my second year teaching 3rd grade at 
Messiah, and I am very excited since I had many of these children 2 years ago in first 
grade.  I am excited to be teaching them again and seeing how much they have grown 
academically and spiritually. 
 

I feel so blessed to be teaching with Kathy Brenner this year and to be a part of such a 
wonderful staff.  I am looking forward to a fun-filled, God centered year for both my 
students and myself. 
 
Kathy Brenner ï Third Grade 
It is my honor and privilege to serve God by teaching third grade this year.  I consider 
myself blessed to be part of this amazing team of teachers and staff here at Messiah.  I 
believe my strengths are positive interaction with students and good communication with 
parents. 
 

I am a graduate of the University of Michigan and also attended Concordia College, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.  Before our sons were born, I taught for six years in elementary 
classrooms.  I also served on school leadership teams as well as serving as a VBS 




